aucati'n 0 
Recommended, 
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N 7 10 Preach'd-i in [the Pariſh Church of 


St. ribs June 5. 1707. 
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lately Erected in the Cities of London and Weſtminſter * 


And of: the Poor Childten Educated in che faid 
Schools, in Number about Ka a. 


8 . " 4 * > Wy 
—_— — —— 


— — — — 


TIVTY ele. Ver. 12, 1 13. 
ba the Lind, O Feruſalem : praiſe thy God, O Sion. For 
be bath rebgthened the Bars of oy" Gares : He bath bleſs. 
| KL thy Children within thee, _ | 4 
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SAT, cxlvii.. Ver. 12, 1. 


oe 97 oÞ PF. 
| Praiſe The 60 


Lord, O Ferufalem* praiſe rby'God 1 
Sin. For be bath ſtrengthened the Bars of thy ill ;, 
IX Gates Hie hath bleſſed thy Children within 74 


| | 44 
HESSE Words of the Pſalmiſt are ſuppoſet 
by Interpreters to refer to the Time of Nebe⸗ 
mib; when the Children of Irael were r& 

| turned from their long Captivity into their 
' own Land: When the Penne of the Lord was 
tebuilt, and the Walls of Jeraſalem repair d: And when 
© the People, the Pricſts and Levites, and all they that 
© "had ſeparated themſelves from the Filthineſs-of the Wit 
© Heathen unto the Law of God, tbey, their Wives, Not 
' * © their Sons and their Dag had entred into a 
© Curſe, and an Oath, and made a Covenant, to ob- 
© ſerve and do all the Commandments of the Lord 
- © their God, and his judgment, and his Statutes. 
Great and wonderful were the Bleſſings which gave 
Occaſion to the Author of this Pſalm to call upon all 
His Brethren to join with him in praiſing and magoify- 
Fas Lord: But that which ſeems moſt to have rar, 
-- fed his Devotion, was the Reformation of Religion 
Fhich was begun among them, the folemn lugagement 
by welch they had obliged themſelves to ſerve the Lord; 
not only the Men and the Women, but their Sons and 
their Daughters, and all that could hear the Law, 
Which was read to them, with Underſtanding. 
Ih it was that gave Strength and Security both 55 
Jeruſalem and Sion, both to the Nation and Church oi 
| the Jews, And all their ourward Peaeg and E N 
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ren Within them; when they were all inſtructed in 
the Law of God; and had not only bound themſelyes 
to obſer ye it, but had taken the moſt effectual Care 
they could, to ingage their Poſtetity alſo to tread in 
their Steps; that the Generation to,come ſhould know the | 
Commandments of God, and keep them, even the Children | 
which ſhould be born, who Jhould ariſe and declare them jo | 
their Children. PER TITS Ao 
And this, in like Manner, we of this Kii dom; | 
who have lately received many great and ſignal Mer- 1 
ties from the Hands of God, are mote eſpecially oblt> 
ged to praiſe him for inſpiring us with ſuch Zeal and 
Concern for his Service, as now appears Rt the Methods 
that are taken to educate poor Children : and for the 
1 4 any Succeſs which he hath given for this glorious 
OrK.- . 1 Rn OT * anions, 
Our Feraſalem is rebullt, and the building is more 
7 and magnificent than before and tho the Sound 
0 


1 
„ 


at is heard from far, yet doth the not ſmart un- 
der the worſt Effects oþ-ir at home: Peace is within her 
Walls, and 1 1342 within her Palaces: But that 
which ſttengthens the Bats of her Gates, that where- 
by ſhe is exalted and made a defenced City, is this. Bleſs 
ing of God-upor e within her. 
Our Churches alſo are Rebuilt, and the Great Tem- 
ple is almoſt finiſhed; and no proper Ornaments are 
wanting to beautifie the Houſe of the Lord: But that 
hich makes the Glory of theſe latter Churches greater - 
han the Glory of the former, is, that R filled, 


t theſe charitable Solemnities, with thoſe that worſhip 
209 in the Beauty of Holineſs: 4 e 7 Qag4 ' ö - 
God hath. bleſod us wich frequerit, Victories over our 
nemies abroãd; we are made ſtronger at Home by 
he Union of two Nations long divided in their Inter- 
ts; and we have a near Proſpect of injoying.all the © | 
emperal Proſperity that Peace cau giye us. But un- 
5 * JJ ͤĩ ͤ 2 
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| Jeſs we return into the Lord our God, and mate a fare 
Covenant with him, to obſetve and do all his Com- 
mandments, his Statutes and his Judgments, we ma 
be never the bettet for all theſe glorious things whic 
Gad hath done for us. Victory and Succeſs may ſerve 
- only to nouriſh our Pride: Peace and Plenty may ad- 
| "miniſter Occaſions to Sloth and Luxury; when we are 
fſafe from foreign Enemies, we may be diſpoſed to dif- 
charge our Fury upon one another; and when Trou- 
dle and Affliction are removed far from us, we may 
give way more eaſily to all manner of Vice and Fil- 
Thineſs: This, I fay, may probably be our Caſe, except 
Religion come in to ſanctifie all theſe outward Bleſſings 
to us, and to direct us to a proper Uſe of them. 
It is Righteoufneſs alone that can ſupport and exalt 
a Nation. The only ſure Way of rendring a People 
truly happy, is to make them truly Religious. And 
the molt likely Method that can be taken to raiſe a 
new Spirit of | ety where it was decaying, - is by an 
_ early and careful Inſtruction of our Children in the 
. _ of God, and in the Ways of Virtue and Holi- 
Sreat Reaſon therefore have We to praiſe God, that 
He hath put it imothe Hearts of ſome of his faithful 
' Servants, to fer on foot ſuch a charitable Deſign as this 
before us, of i . Children of the Poor : The 
very, Beginning of which gives us a juſt Title to the 
Favour of God, and which, in the Progreſs of it, is 
like to produce more happy Conſequences both to 
out Feruſalem and to our Sion, than all the Temporal 


HhHleffings we enjoy, or expeck. 

Noc, in order to raiſe in 8 Thankfulnefs 
to Almighty God; to do Juſtice' to thoſe who have 
had the chief Hand in forming and promoting this 
good Deſigu; and to ſtir up other Perſons to contribute 
their Endeavours for the carrying on, and adyancing 
the Work, which hath been fo proſperouſly begun; it 


will be very proper, at this time, to take as * el 
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ure View as we can of che Charity; by conſidet - 
in ieee 1 ACE | C > Ir 4 COA ' | 
ap, ,,,, a 
Secondly, The Influence and Extent of it. 2s 
t. As to the Nature of this Charity: Ir is purely 
Religious; the wholgim of it being to give thoſe Per- 
ons, to whom it isaded a juſt Account of the Be- 
ing and Providence God, and of the End and Duty: _ 
of Man; and to wo and confirm them in the 
Belief, and Love, and Practice of what they axe taught. 
And the Methods that are here taken, are the moſt 
proper and effectual for that PurpoſmGmme. 
inge That the Soul ſhould be without Knowledge, we ate 
ure, is not good. And what Knowledge can be fo 
calc uſetul to us as that of Virtue and Happineſs? What 
ple better Beginning can there be of Wiſdom than the Fear 
\nd Hof the Lord? And when can this Wiſdom find a more 
ſe af eaſie Entrance into, the Soul than in the Days of our 


V- * 


an Youth? 3 * 5 9 
the This is certainly the beſt Seaſon for all manner of 
oli- ¶ Learning and Inſtruction, and the moſt proper Seed- 
time of Religion. Whatever grows up firſt in our 
hat Minds will, with due Care and Culture, be likely to 
nul take the deepeſt Root; and produce the largeſt En- 
this ¶ creaſe. But Religion muſt have the Advantage of be- 
The Ming planted firſt, or elſe the Soil may be indifoſed to 
the receive it; The Ground may prove Stony or full of 
is Thorns, and the Seed that then falls upon it may wi- 
to = away or be choaked , without bringing forth 
ruit. N 5 gs 
There are in all of us ſome natural Inclinations t 
ood as well as to Evil; and if theſe are improved, 
and confirmed into Habits before the other have Do- 
minion over us, they will become the commanding 
Principles of our Minds, and keep under the Power of 
ing Sin in our mortal Bodies. > 8; 7 0 In 
3 If In the preſent State of out Corruption, the Fleſh and 
fullMthe Spirit are always warring one againſt! the other: 
— A 3 But 


. 


But the Conteſt -herween chem js never ſo-yneqitally: 
managed as in the Years of Infancy and Youth, when 
{ rhe-lmprefſions'of Senſe are ſtrongeſt, and the Powers 


oft the Mind leaſt able to reſiſt tbem. This is then the 

wmoſt proper time to ruten and fortifie the Under- 
| reſtrain all our ſenſual Ap- 
ing well broken and ta- 
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Telpleſ: State of our Souls as well 


to ſhew us the Way of Life; to nouriſh us up in the 
Words of ſound Doctrine and Wiſdom; to bend and 
faſhion our Minds to Virtue; and to keep them ſtreight 
and ſteady, till we come to the full Stature of our Un- 
4 *derſtandings, and are able to guide and conduct our 


! ves. | THIF | +. | 
How many Perſons, well diſpoſed by Nature, have 
been ingaged in. vicious Courſes before they had learn d 
| todiſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, between Incli- 
nation ard Reaſon > How many poor ignorant Souls 
' have went a long with the Multitude in the broad Way 
to Deſtruction, only becawſe they were deſtitute of a 
\ Guide, by whoſe charitable Direction they might eaſi- 
7 ly have been put into the narrow but leſs trodden Way 
that leads to Life Eternal?  «<- © 

How many other Inſtances do we meet with, of 
{ach as lament the Misfortune of a vicious Education, 
'*when it is too late to retrieve it? ſuch as are ſenſible of 
their Bondage to Sin and Satan, when they have nei- 
Per Strength nor Reſolution enough to ſet themſelves 
1 F | ; 7 of „ 


And how wretched is the Condition of thoſe, who 
| 1 to break through all the Difficulties into 
Which a miſguided and ill-fpent Youth hath plung d 
them, are forced to employ the latter part of their 
Lives in Unlearning and Undoing whatever they have 
OS n+ 8 LL ch wil : learn 
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teafnt and dene in the former? ho are at mort Pais 
co correct one vicious Habit, than was requitte at firſt 
o confirm them im all manner of Virtue? and Wia 

it of being ſaved but by Fire; bx 


we no other Way le 0 5 
Il the Hardſhip, and Pain that the continual Remorſeę 
of their Conſciences and the Importunity of their Ap- 
%% -; - 7 8 
What à happy State then muſt. they be in, whog © 
whey they come to take upon them the Government 
of themſelves, have the Pleaſure to find their Under- 
dings repleniſhed with proper Knowledge, their 
Paſſions tractable and obedient to Reaſon, and the 
whole State of their Souls regular and orderly > Whae 
an Eaſe and Comfort muſt it be to them to perceive, 
that all thiligs have been ſo well managed and con- 
n- ducted for them, during their Minority, that they 
ur have nothing more to do but to go on in che. Bath 
" Wwhich lies plain before them, without either turning 
to the right Hand or to the left? _ „ 
This is the moſt natural and moſt likely Effect of a 
Religious Education: And this is the chief Aim and 
Deſign of this charitable Inſtitution, to infuſe the true 
Principles of Religion and Virtue into the Minds oEs⁊m 
thoſe Children, Who for want of ſuch a particular 
Care, would, in all probability, have been bred up in 
groſs Ignorance, and abandoned to all the vicious Con- 
ſequences of it. | . yy ee 
ut Knowledge alone, tho* never fo well and care- 
fully inſtilled, is not ſufficient to preſerve us in our 
Vouth, from all the Temptations that then beſet us; for 
whatever Diligedce be uſed in ſowing the good Seed, the, 
Enemy, who is always at hand, will be equally buiſie 


in ſcattering the Tares among it: as well knowing f 
\o. Shat Importance it is to him to have his Share in the 
to Fruits of the Increaſe. 


beſt way then to render our Knowledge fruitful in" 
good Works is, to guard and fence it in from thoſe threa 
wain Springs of Corruption and Vice, Want, _ 
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And ee And that is partfeularly provided for 
u the way of Education we are how conſiderin 


* 


Mere poor Children never fo well inſtrudted in the 
F [aving Truths of the Goſpel, yet the meaneſs of their Con- 
dition will neceſſitate them to be careful about fo ma- 
ny other things, that they will have bur little Leiſure 
and leſs Inclination to mind the one thing needful; - 
tho? they. underſtand their Duty to and their 

Neighbour, yet when they have not Food conyenient 

for them; when their Apperites are n and the 
Demands of Nature . they will he rempr- 
ted to ſfeal, and tale the Name of God in vajn: When Po- 
verty comes upon them like an Armed Man, it muſt be 
no ordinary degree of Virtue that can enable them to 
| hold faſt their Integrity, and not part with their Inno- 
Cence for a Morſel of Bread. ENS 


; # 


| Here therefore, not only the Ignorantare inſtruQed, 
but the Poor are alſo relieved : and not only relievec 
fror the preſent, ſo that they axe at liberty ro attend 10 
|. the Words of Tnſtrufion without Carefulnefs and Diftradion ; il 
but pur alſo into a Condition of ſupporting themſelves Wc: 
afterwards ; by being taught and exerciſed in all ſortsof Writ 
+honeſt Labour. 5 which means they are preſerved Nb. 
Ko 50 "ua greateſt Danger incident to Fluman Nature, Ti 
Iualeneſt. „ rr 
þ What was inflited upon Man for the Puniſnment of 
his firſt Tranſgreſſion; that inthe. Sweat of his Face be 
| ould eat Bread is now become the moſt likely means 
of trying 1s from all other fin. For our Souls are 
ds active and inquiſitive as ever, and muſt be e 
mimployed one way or other; and therefore, if we do 
not conſtantly find ſome proper Bufineſs for them, the Wa: 
| Thoughts and Inaginations of our Hearts will be only evil con» Ws, 
it "tinuall . LEY Ng A 2X \s 1 121 * e p WF. 
4 = of by the Field of the Slothful (faith the Wiſeman) 
and lo it was all grown over with Thorns, and Nettles had 
tovered the Face thereof, and the 
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open and expoſed on all ſides to Temptation. But In- 
duſtry fixes te Mind, and keeps it clear and fr ce from 


his Soul, oyer-tun with Vice and Error, and lying 


us every Way againſt the Attacks of QUT ſpir itual Ener 


my. 9 | 

I is by Labour, that we are furniſhed with all the 
Neceſſaries and Advantages of this Life: And I don 
not but, if we conſider the matter right, it will be 


, F ** ; i 1%, (9 , e . * y 
un. And juſt fuch ſhall we find the condition of 


all loofe Thoughts and wandring Deſires; and guards 


+ Wound, that our being engaged in ſome Buſineſs and Im- 
»- Mployment. conduces as much to our Eternal as to our 
5X emporal Welfare. For this I take to be the true Rea- 
to ſon why it is ſo hard for a Rich Man to enter into the Ring- 


dom of God; becauſe, being exempted from all the coil 


and care of Life, he is apt to enter too far into the Plea- 


ſures of it, and to ſay to bis Soul, Soul, take thine Eaſe, and 
ed enjoy the good things befoze thee; whereas our Porti- " 
to on here is Labour and Exerciſe, e N 
n; The Buſineſs of our ſalvation is a great Work; which 
es ¶ cannot be effected without diligence, and zeal, and car 
;of Witt Contention ; but he who is unacquainted with La- 


ed ¶bour, He that hath nar been accuſtomed to any other 
re, Travel under the Sun, will ſcarce take the Pains that is 


of {Ws Calling and Election ſure. 


ans ence _—_ us as M-Examples. Sin, as well as Knowledge 
are {Ws molt of it owing to Tradetion ; for as no Body would 
ays know much of himſelf, were there not others before 
do him more learned to inſtruct him; ſo neither would 
any Man, that had only the Bent of his own Nature to 


guide him, find out much Evil, had he not the Exam- 
ples of ſome that were more Wicked t han himſelf to 


ſin: But ſo curious are we to know, and fo quick to 
apprehend, and ſo ready to follow ch 


FR 


Next to Idleneſs, nothing hath ſo pernicious an Influ-" 


; J 


pervert his Goings, and to lead him into the Paths of 


f at which is evil, 
that a tew Inſtructors in Wickedneſs are ſufficient to 
1 / . L353 P41 
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required towards working out bus Salvation, and making 
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Torrupt all thoſe who are not ell eſtabliſhed in contra 
a lone and Methods of Practiſſe. 
SGBreat therefore is the Benefit of ſucli an Education 
as this; where Children are not only bred up for ſeve- 
ral Yearsunder the Eye and direction of diſcreet Per- 
ſons, who are always ſhewing them what « good, and are 
never ſeen to depart from their own Leſſons ; but where 
by learning the ſame Rules, and practiſing the ſame 
'Duties altogether, their minds are more eaſily bent the 
fame way; and they are, by a mutual Emulation, ex- 
Fited, not only to 1mitate, but to excel one another. 
[ 5 5 when every one of them hath ſo much innocent 
Company to converſe with in their Schools, the looſe 
Examples they meet with out of them, will not be fa 
apt either to pleaſe or infect them. © - 

Such is the Nature and Conſtitution of this Charity: 

Leet us now conſider the Influence and Extent of it. 
When we ſurvey the Numbers of Children thus 
ucated ; when we ſee the Charity continually grow- 
ing and ſpreading it ſelf, not only by a conſtant ſucceſ- 
ion of freſh ſupplics to the Fountains already. opened, 
but by the riſe of new ſprings; what a noble Proſpect 
does this afford of the Increaſe of Virtue. and Religion 
among us, to have ſo many Perſons daily added to the 
+ . Church of God, by being put into the right way of ſal- 
vation? What a Pleaſure would it be to thoſe Holy 

Perſons, who are now very Fealous for the Lord God of 
| Hoſts, at a time when it ſee ms to them, that al Men are 
| gone aſtray and bave forſaken the Covenant of God, and that 
lb bey only are left to {upport his true Worſhip : What a 
pleaſure I fay, would it be to ſuch as theſe to behold at 
once, more than ſeven thouſand that baue not bowed their py 
N e. wnto Baal; that have not polluted themſelves with 
23 The wicked Principles and vicious Cuſtoms of the preſent 
| "vg F . | 
fi 
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| Nos the narroweſt View we can take of the De- 
ſign. For theſe Schools are not like the Popiſu Monaſte- 
ies, and other places of Religious Retirement; thoſe 

Landing Pools af Charity, which if they do not tink and 
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wow Corrupt, yet being pent up within narrow bou nds? 
arry no Refreſhment 1 Fruit frilneſs to other Pant 2 
hele are pure and wholſom Streams, which are al- 
yays running, and diſperſing themſelves into different 
hannels, and by that means, communicating their 
irtues to all the dry and barren parts of the lanßc 
The Children that arc here educated, will afterwards 


rc 

ne We diſtributed into many Families; they will be en- 
he red into ſeveral publick Societies, arid * reaſon f 
x- Fheir various Imployments, and the different ſucceſs 

r. hat may attend their Labours, they will come, in 
nt Hime, to mix in moſt of the Buſineſs and Converſation 

2 of the World ; and conſequently, they will have 

0 


any Opportunities of giving Ne Proofs of their 
irtuous Behaviour, honeſt and upright dealing, and 
Religious diſpoſition towards God: By which means 
s it may reaſonably be hoped, many of thoſe, w ho ſee their 


us ed Horks, will not only gloriße theix Heavenly Father, 
Put will be ſtirred up to imirate their good Example, by 
eſ- Fadcavouring to bring forth Fruit of the ſame kind. _ 
ed, Many likewiſe will be apt to enquire, whence theſe 
ect Perſons. had all their Knowledge and Virtue; and 
Gn When they have traced them to their pe SOUP; TRAN 
the pill, in all-likelihood, be diſpoſed to incourage ſuch 
al- ¶ Way of Education as hath produced ſo many faith ful 
ply Pervants, honeſt Traders, uſeful Subjects of the State, 

| of Nad ſincere Membersof God's Church. A. 


Nor will the Influence of this Charity ſtop here. 

nat ¶heſe poor Children will, many of them, hercatter. 

e placed at the Head of diſtinct Families: And then 

ne juſt Senſe they have of the Advantages of their. 

wn Education, will engage them to breed up 

heir Children and Servants, and all fuch ro whom, / 

heir Advice and Nirection extends, in the ſame pious 

nd uſeful Manner. They will endeavour. to fx in 

em betimes thoſe Principles of Religion, which, 

om ſute Experience, they know will beſt fit them for. 

ery Condition of Lite habe, and give them che moſt 
\ 5 r 9 Fon 


A ©: 


. 4 | 
- 
— N 7 * * , ns, Y 
5 - * = 7 
. # % " v N * : N F 4 - : L 
9 1 — 1 * * "4 — 
" " Fad * x P 15 * — N - Fr a * « \ \\ \ . _ _ * 1 
9 - ht © 7 . - : »* 4 . l 
4 "PPP J 1 -— off . „ > vi l * * 2 
4 - . TIF: = . - * , —_ 4 . * * 
. 1 l * F — 7 ay * — 9 m——_— „ N : 
— av 65 EN 1 P - ” r , 


likewiſe, according to the Skill they have attained 


begneficial to the Bodies and Souls of Men, to privat 
Families, and publick Communities, than a gener: 


Competency, and often prove the beſt Means of at 


nn cke Memory of Men, but in a 5 8 Poſterity 
amples, and deliver them both down to their Chil 


Arens Children. „„ 
But to take the Dimenſtons of this Charity anothe 


largely towards the Inſtruction of other Peoples Chi 
dren, ſhould be leſs ſollicitous for the Education 
their own? _ 


Bounty hath been employes, and what Fruits it hat 
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Eomfortable Expectations of a bettet State: They wil 


be contriying Ways to employ even thoſe who do na 


belong to them in ſome proper Buſineſs; as being wel 
— that, next to Baligion, nothing can be mor; 


and early Application of Perſons to Labour. And i 
God ſhall be pleaſed to bleſs any of them with Riche; 
{as Piety and Induſtry always give the beſt Title to: 


taining Abundance) what Advantages may the Work 
juſtly expect to reap from thoſe, Who are through! 
convinced, that they cannot better expreſs their Gra 
titude to Ged and their Benefactors; or do a greate 
Service to Religion and theif Country, than by cen 
eriburing bounrituliy to this Cn Is 
Thus doth their Light ſhine-before Men; and 
none of it is hid under a Buſkel, while they live; ſ 
neither is it all extinguiſhed when they die: But thei: 
Piety and good Works ſhall ſurvive them, not on! 


who ſhall approve their Sayings, and follow their Ex 


Way: As the Number of Children which partake 0 
it is very great, ſo is likewiſe thoſe of the Contributo 
who ſupply and feed it. And how can it be ſuppoſed 
that 028 who ſo far approve the Deſign, as to give 


They will be often enquiring how their well-meant 


produced; They will be pleaſed to ſee Plants of thei 
own ſetting and watering, thrive'and flouriſh ; 


Thi 


% ” 
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. Less , 2 11 7 . | — 
vil This will affeft their Minds continually with 1 
ned leep Senſe. of the great POT which atreng © 

no Nen 0 Education; and will excite them to 
ell rake Care that their own Children are not worſe in- 
\orWMitrufted and worſe diſpoſed than the Children of the 

' OOT, i ' 1 | X | | 2 US 
And who can be more proper and eſſectual Ady 
d Rates for this Charity; who are more like to uſe then 
he:Mutmoſt Endeavours to raiſe up new Benefactors, than 
thoſe, who, by contributing themſelves, have had the 
belt Opportunities of obſerving how wilely, the whole 
Deſign is conducted, and what mighty Succeſs hath al- 
Pay ee it; | 
e 


Pi \ 


ther is it improper here to mention the Number 
of thoſe who are, not only creditably maintained, but 
uſefully employed in the ſeveral Parts of Inſtruction. 
neceſſary for theſe Children; a conſtant Succeſſion of 
Perſons well-inclined and well qualifyed to educate 
Youth, being a Bleſſing of invaluable Conſequence both 
to Church and State. * 
Thus does it appear how far the Influence of this 
Charity is like to teach, if we take a view only of thoſe 
who are immediately concerned in it. Let us in the 
next place conſider, in what manner thoſe who loo 
on may probably be affected with it. 705 
= Now the publick Proceſſions of theſe Children with 
ul the other Methods made uſe of by thoſe who are 
chiefly intruſted with the Care of propagating Chriſti- 
an Knowledge this way, muſt needs excite the Curiofi- 
ty of all forts of Perſons; and there are very few, I be- 
lieve, fo loſt to all Senſe of Goodnefs, as not to be plea - 
ſed with ſuch an unaffected . i adage of Religion as 
this : Several may be induced from hence to han they 


more ſeriousthoughts of God, and Religion than they 
had before; and whoever is ready to diſtribute, or wil. 
ling to communicate, will hardly be able to paſs by fe 
proper an Occaſion of doing Good. ol 
Ak was the Saying of a Learned Heathen, This 11 
= 5 wht a ' ; 7k ers 


3 >> 
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For wherein can we employ our ſelves: 1 
Advantage of our poor Brethren, than by inſtructing 
them in, ſuch. thing, as. belong to their Peace, and Salvation; 

by providing Food and Raiment convenient for them; and 
by fitting them for honeſt Call ings and 1 ERA RL 
v here they may work with their Hands the thing which 
is good, that ſo they may be able to ſupport the mſelves 
| - andtheir Families, and may have to give to him that 
| _ heedcth ? And when can we ſhew this Kindneſs to 
| them more propetl , than at a time, when they ate 
leaſt able to take the care of themſe ves ; When they 
are beſt diſpoſed to receive benefit from the Aſſiſtance 
E-others ; and when all var Endeayours of this kind 
FA =D ; 955 ; . ; 7 2 a Are 
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fe like to be attended wich the greateſt Sueceſs ? To which 1 may dd, 


"he chat nothing can contribute more to render every branch and part of this | 
m. {Charity cff-Qual, than the carrying them all on rogerber at the ame time 


yith equal Care, and Application. | 


As And that the whole Work is thus duly and carefully managed, ve have f 
of {ſufficient Reaſon to be ſatisfied from hence: That whatever is given to- 
n- {wards it is freely beſtoved by every one whoſe Heart ſtirred him up, and 


every one whom his Spirit made willing: That there are no other Mana- | 


3 pers but what are likewiſe Contributors; and that the enefactors are als | 
| vays living to take Care of their own Charity, and to ſee it juftly and 
ty Noſefully laid cot. e | 


+ What may we not then expect from à Charity of this Nature, which ic 


ar- ſhort 2 time, and in an Age which ſeem'd ſo indiſpoſed to good Works, 
Ire Hach gained ſo much Ground? And who vill undertake to ſer Bounds to 
fer. ogreſs of Religion from theſe Bleſſed Beginnings? [Wot 201 
O There are (as it appears to me) many promiſing Signs and Tokens of a 
uy ew Face of Things coming on in the World; and Chriſtianity ſeems td 


de reyiving again by the fame Reps and methods by which it was firſt pub»: 
iſhed. For the Kingdom of Chriſt does now, as it did then chiefly conſiſt of 
Children, and but of the Mout hs of Babes and Sucklings hath God again or- 
dained Strength. It was then one of the chief Marks of Chriſt's being the 


true Meſſias, That the Poor had thu Goſpel preached unto them: And there 
IC Ware thoſe, we ſee, who even now think it the beſt way of approving them - 
we elves trus Diſciples of Chrift, by inſtructing the Children of the Poor, 


nd removing as well the Spiritual as the Corporal Wants undet which 


F 


hey labour. Chriſt came; not only to give knowledge of Salvation to his 
dyn People, but light alſo to all them that fir in Darkoeſs and in the Sha- 
low of Death. And we hope God will in like manner bleſs the Endeavours; 
that are now uſed to propagate the Chriſtian Religion in Foreign Parts. 
as well as here at home; to enlighren the Heathen,” and carry them the, 
plad Tydings of the Goſpel, as well as to inſtruct and reform ſuch as are 
alled by the Name of Chriſt. And ſome hopes we may conceive, that #/ 
general Reformation is really going forward, and will, in God's good? 
ine, have its d ue effect, that the Devil ſeems to be let looſe again, and to © 
de come down among us in great Wrath, as before in our Saviour 
ne ; tho God be thunked, he never had weaker Inſtruments to carry 
dn his Work: The preſent Enemies of Cbriſt and his Goſpel being Men of 
he worſt Characters and meineſt Talents that ever undertook ro ſupport: 
0 defenceleſs a Cauſe. - The Subtleſt and moſt powerful Adverſary that 
ariſtianity ever had, was he who uſed his utmoſt efforts to hinder Chil» 7 
Iren from being iniſtructed in the Principles of that Religion: Bur the 
ume God who diſappointed that Device in the former Ages of che Goſpel: 
en it vas moſt ſikely to ſucceed, having now alſo been pleas'd to pro-, 
per the contrary Counſels which are taken for advancing the Kingdom of 
is gon j we have good Reaſon to hope and beheve, that the Church” 
hich chall be built upon theſe new Foundations, ſhall be ſo firmly eſtubleẽ 
u eint #44 Gt, of Hell ſhall never bt abls to prevail agairft it. 
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< Aud now navy laia before you his rue, tho thort SIPs a . 4 

N and Extent of rhe Charity there will be no occafion for other Ar. 

| © Sirhents to [excite ati eueourage per ſons to joyn together in promoting : 
Pork ſo rcafonable in it ſelf, fo univerſally er * Men, ro ſo 

| | - mightily bleſſed by God with Succeſs. 
** 


There are very few 1 believe; to be foünd fo intent 7 the 29 | 
 Vnjoyments of Life, as not to yu fome regard for Fairy and very a 
few there are either ſo ignorant or ſo — themſelves, as not to de-. 
' Fire to have their Childreh well ar both in Knowledge and Virtue:? 
And therefore fince the only Petfons thar can be ſtippoſed Eirhefffo diſlile 
Sr obſtruct this Deſign, are ſuch as have no Concefu at all for Poſteriry, | 

And no regard for Religion; It is to be hoped, that the generality of all 
x 82 Arts of People, even thoſe thut are impatient of liiſructton and Refor. · 

mation themlelves, will, ace6rding to theit ſeveral Opportunities and A. 
1 oy bilities, chearfully and gegeronſiy contribute, what in chem les, to make | 
. the next Generation wiſer, and mote virtuotis than this. 
1 5 All that 1 ſhall add farther upon this Subject is; that this dee ko be 
mn chrers reſpedts, the moſt fayourable Seaſon we can have for carrying on 
ſſch a Work. For when can it be more likely to thrive, than in the Reign 
11 5 of a Queen, who is ſo bright an Example of Piety and Goodneſs her ſelf 
|| © fo'avoved à Promoter of all Defigns/ of this Nature; and who hath ſo 
Bountifully contributed to the Maintenance of the poor Labouters in God; 
Vineyard, in order to encourage them in the Work of the Lord ? And when, 
_ after a long War, God ſhall be pleaſed to give us the Bledings' of Peace; 
Ho can we offer amore proper Peace Offering for a Thanksgiving unto 
the Lord, than by preſenting unto him our Children, a living Sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to the Lord? Which way can we make a better Arttone- 
ment to God for the ius Which the Libertics of War may have brought in, 
than by uſing our rvtmoſt Endeavours to reſtore the Reverence and Obedi- 
. ence due to the Holy Laws of the Prince of Peace, Chriſt Jeſus 2 And 
when can we have more leiſure, or more Ability to build up our ſelves and 
our Families to an holy Temple in the Lord, than when God hath given 
us reſt on every ſide, ſo that there is neither  Adverſary nor evil Occur: 
rent? 

May God be pleaſed to rengrhen the Hands, and eievealh the Zeal 0 
ſuch as labour in any of thoſe good Works, which tend to the advance. 
ment of his Glory. And may he evermore defend and protect his Church, 
ſo that the Boar out of the Wood RP not waſte it, nor the wild beaſſ of 
the Field devour 'it. Behold, O Lord, and viſit this Vine, which th) 
right hand hath planted ; prepare room for it, and cauſe it to take deep root 
that it may fill the Land; that the Hills may be covered with the ſhadov 
of it, and the Boughs thereof may be like the goodly Cedars ; that ſh: 
may ſend ought her Boughs unto the Sea, and her Branches unto the Ri- 
Ter. Let thy Hand more eſpecially Capport the Branch which thou haff 
made ſtrong for thy {If : And let theſe tender Plants grow up before thee 
ft Then ſhall we declart the Name e of the Lord in mw, WOE II in i 
i i 131 | RE a. en TS. n 1 


